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I  PURPOSE

Duluth Public Schools Academy (DPSA)  recognizes the value of allowing visitors
and volunteers at school buildings and other school property. DPSA also
recognizes the importance of maintaining a school environment that is safe for
students and employees, as well as an educational environment that is free from
substantial disruptions.  This policy addresses visitors and volunteers presence
at the Duluth Public Schools Academy sites -- North Star and Raleigh.

II. STATEMENT OF POLICY

All visitors and volunteers, including parents and guardians, must comply with the
following procedures when entering North Star or Raleigh Academy, unless they
are attending an event or activity that is open to the public such as
parent/teacher conferences, an art show, or an athletic contest.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. The term “immediately” means prior to engaging in any activity within the
school building and without unnecessary delay.
B. The term “visitor” means a person who comes into a school building while
school is in session, except for the following: a DPSA employee or student.
C. The term “volunteer” means a person who has the prior authorization of
the DPSA Head of School or the Head of School’s designee to provide regular or
irregular assistance at North Star or Raleigh for no pay.

IV. PROCEDURES

A. A person may only volunteer with the prior authorization of the DPSA
Head of School or the Head of School’s designee.
B. Visitors or volunteers must immediately report to the school office and sign
in when they enter North Star or Raleigh.  The visitor or volunteer will be
provided a name tag designating them as a building visitor and/or volunteer.  The
visitor or volunteer shall wear the nametag so that it is visible at all times while in
the school building or other school property.  Visitors and volunteers must sign
out in the school office before exiting North Star or Raleigh.
C. Visitors and volunteers are authorized to park vehicles on school property
while they are visiting North Star or Raleigh. Visitors and volunteers may not
leave vehicles on the school property after their visit.  When unauthorized
vehicles of visitors are parked on school property, school officials may:



1. Move the unauthorized vehicle parked on school district property, or
require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to move the same off
North Star or Raleigh property.
2. If unattended upon North Star or Raleigh premises, provide for the
removal of such vehicle and remove the same to the nearest convenient garage
or other place of safety off of district property at the expense of the owner or
operator.
D. Visitors and volunteers shall follow applicable DPSA policies, including this
policy, while in the school building or on school grounds.

V. LIMITATIONS
A. The DPSA Head of Schools or the Head of School’s designee may
reschedule or terminate any visit in the event of an emergency or unforeseen
circumstance.
B. The DPSA Head of Schools or the Head of School’s designee may deny
permission for a visitor or volunteer to visit any DPSA building  or such
permission may be revoked if the visitor or volunteer does not comply with the
school procedures and regulations, or if the visit is not in the best interest of the
students or school personnel.  The DPSA Head of School or the Head of
School's designee also may impose additional restrictions on any visitor or
volunteer who has caused disruption.
C. An individual or group who enters school property without complying with
the procedures and requirements may be guilty of criminal trespass and thus,
subject to criminal penalty. A school principal or a school employee designated
by the school principal to maintain order on school property, who has reasonable
cause to believe that a person is violating the procedures and requirements may
detain the person in a reasonable manner for a reasonable period of time
pending the arrival of a peace officer.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent
School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses on School Property)


