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The Duluth Public Schools Academy, Charter School District 4020-07, has an
obligation to cooperate with police officers in law enforcement and crime
prevention. At the same time, DPSA has an obligation to protect the legal rights
of children who are in its charge. The purpose of this policy is to clarify DPSA’s
responsibilities when it comes to requests by law enforcement to investigate
violations of law, interrogate a student, and/or take a student into custody.

I. Interactions with Duluth Police Department.

When a police officer from the Duluth Police Department makes a demand that a
student accompany them to police headquarters for questioning, this constitutes
an arrest, and no teacher or administrator has the right to interfere. Full
responsibility is assumed by the arresting officer. The DPSA Head of School or
her designee shall notify the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the student as soon as
practicable. Moreover, the Head of School or her designee shall request that the
arresting officer sign a form stating that he is taking the student into custody.

II. Interactions with Special Police Officers.

DPSA shall comply with arrest warrants properly presented to it by law
enforcement officers from jurisdictions outside of Duluth. Notwithstanding, no
student shall be surrendered by DPSA to a “special police officer” (i.e. an officer
serving a private organization) without an arrest warrant until the Duluth Police
Department has been called and arrived on scene. In situations where a law
enforcement officer seeks to take a student into custody without a warrant, DPSA
shall immediately call the Duluth Police Department so that they are the ones
who make the arrest.

III. Interactions with Federal Officials and Law Enforcement.

Agents of the federal government, including, but not limited to: postal inspectors,
treasury agents, and FBI agents also have the power of arrest. Typically, federal
authorities coordinate with local authorities when seeking to investigate or arrest
a student. However, on occasion federal authorities will exercise their
investigation and arrest powers without local involvement. In these situations,
DPSA shall surrender the student to the federal authority. When doing so, the
Head of School or her designee shall contact the student’s parent(s) or
guardian(s) as soon as practicable and shall request that the federal authority
sign a form stating that it is taking the student into custody.



IV. Questioning of a Student.

A student may be questioned by a law enforcement officer (including the arson
squad, a sheriff’s officer, and federal authorities) in a DPSA school building in the
presence of the Head of School or her designee.

Occasionally, law enforcement makes other investigative requests. Examples
include requesting a student to be a witness or requesting that a student
accompany the officer to the scene of a crime. When law enforcement seeks
something beyond mere questioning, the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) shall
be contacted before DPSA grants the request.


