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Information, News, and Updates about our Robotics Programs

Thank you to our
great Kraken
sponsors!

We are always
looking for
sponsors for our
various robotics
programs.

FLL & FTC Season Update
FTC and FLL Teams Working Hard!
Both our First Lego League (FLL) and First Tech Challenge (FTC) competition
teams have begun their seasons and are working hard to get their robots ready. We
have two elementary FLL teams and 2 Jr. Academy teams. There is a space theme
for both programs. The FLL challenge this year is called “Into Orbit”. For our FTC
Team, the challenge is “Rover Ruckus. There are more detailed descriptions on this
year’s challenge on the following page.

1

If you or someone
you know would
be interested in
donating to or
sponsoring our
robotics programs
at DECS, please
check out the
sponsorship
information on the
last page.
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Into Orbit
FLL Teams compete in three areas: Robot Game, Project,
and Core Values. During the Robot Game, teams build
and program a robot that will autonomously complete the
space themed challenges. For the project, teams will
research and identify a problem faced by humans during
long duration space exploration. They will design a way
to solve that problem and present and share their solution
with others. Teams also have a specific Core Value
judging session in which they demonstrate their
teamwork and core values in their solution to a teamwork
puzzle.

Rover Ruckus
Our High School Level FTC Team (The Duluth Krakens) is working to build a robot for this year’s Rover
Ruckus Challenge. Robots for this level can be built out
of any material and have to fit within an 18 x 18 x 18
inch cube. Robots compete in a 12 square foot “ring”.
Within the ring are different obstacles and challenges in
which teams can score points. Teams compete in 5
rounds. Each round is two minutes and 30 second. A
round consists of a 30 second autonomous period during
which the robot has to run preprogrammed operations
without any driver input. The next two minutes are the
driver controlled period. Teams build and program their
robot to navigate the ring and score points. For this year,
it is simulating a rover on a planet that is gathering
materials and depositing them in the “lander” Robots
need to be able to collect and deposit “minerals” (wiffle
balls and blocks). There are also points available to
robots that detach, descend, reattach and raise themselves up onto the lander.
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Sponsors Wanted/Needed
In order to provide as many robotics
opportunities for as students as possible, we are
always on the lookout for people or businesses
who would be interested in supporting our
program(s). Our robotics program actually
started 5 years ago with a generous donation of
1 Lego Mindstorm Kit from a parent. We have
been able to grow the program to what it is
today because of the generous support of
families and sponsors. The interest in robotics
at our schools keeps growing which is fantastic!
In order to continue to grow the program and
provide robotics opportunities for all of the
students who would like to participate, we rely
on donations and sponsorships. If you or
someone you know would be interested in
donating to, or sponsoring our robotics
program, below is information about how to do
that, and what we can offer in return.

Sponsorship Levels

Link to Sponsorship Form

Small Logo robotics website, newsletters, social
media and website mention,

Link to Paypal

$100

Cash or Check?

Under $100

$5000 +
Large Logo on all Competition Tables, robotics
website, newsletters, t-shirts, Mega social media
and website mention, logo on robot, Team Demo (if
desired)

$1000
Medium Logo on a Competition Table, robotics
website, newsletters, t-shirts, social media and
website mention

$500
Logo on robotics website, newsletters, t-shirts,
social media and website mention,

$250

Small Logo robotics website, social media mention

social media mention

Please send to:
Duluth Edison Charter Schools
North Star Academy
℅ Duluth Krakens Robotics
3301 Technology Dr.
Duluth, MN 55811
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ELEMENTARY PROGRAM
• Info and sign ups sent

home after holidays

• Will be looking for

coaches/mentors

• Open to students in

grades 3-5.

TO SPONSOR OR DONATE

COACHING

www.gofundme.com/
DECSRobotics.

We will be need lots of
parent volunteers to help
out with coaching. There
will be an opportunity to
volunteer to coach in the
information sent home after
the holidays.

Send check to:
DECS Robotics
c/o Steve Ondrus
3301 Technology Dr.
Duluth, MN 55811
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