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  Challenge of the Month 

Are you listening to your child read? If so, 
frequently stop and ask them, “What are 
you wondering?” Write down your child’s 
“wonderings” and help them to determine 
if these thoughts were answered or not by 
discussing each page. Remind your child 
that good readers stop, think, and ask 
questions! 

 Website /App of the Month 

An app called “Homer” available in the 
App store. It is a learn-to-read app for kids 
ages 3-8 that incorporates drawing, voice 
recording, stories, songs, and more! 

  Quote of the Month 

“Reading without understanding is like 
swallowing food without chewing.”  

-   Vikrant Parsai 

 

  HELLO I’M ANN SCHULDT! 

My name is Ann Schuldt and I am the Duluth Edison Charter Schools 
(DECS) Literacy Coordinator/Specialist. I have been working in 
education since 1992. I joined DECS in 1997, and have held a variety 
of positions. I am extremely passionate about reading and am very 
excited to share tips and strategies to help all kids become successful 
readers and writers. This monthly newsletter will highlight parent 
friendly tips, strategies, and resources to support you in creating 
lifelong readers.  
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READING COMPREHENSION 
Good readers are active readers! When your child is not understanding what he/she reads, try the following 
strategies to strengthen their comprehension.   

1.   Make text-text connections, text-self connections or text-world to model how we connect with what we 
are reading. 

2.   Ask questions - Good readers ask themselves questions while they read and look for evidence of the 
answers. Also encourage your child to “stop and jot” their wonderings, ideas or questions as they read. 

3.   Show your child how to visualize or make “mind movies” while they are reading. Be sure to share your 
own thinking and include feeling words and the 5 senses to help demonstrate. 

4.   Invite your child to predict what will happen next. This will help your child learn about making inferences 
or answering questions that are not “right there” answers. 

5.   Retelling and summarizing are essential comprehension skills. Have your child name the important story 
elements of characters, setting, problem, and solution of the story they are reading.  

 

STRATEGY/TIP OF THE MONTH 
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  BOOK OF THE MONTH 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

This	  book	  featuring	  a	  mouse	  and	  four	  stories	  of	  his	  
adventures	  received	  a	  warm	  reception	  when	  it	  was	  
published	  in	  2004.	  The	  praise	  culminated	  in	  the	  book	  
winning	  the	  2004	  Newbery	  Medal,	  and	  not	  long	  after	  it	  was	  
made	  into	  a	  feature	  film.	  These	  stories	  have	  heart	  and	  will	  
serve	  as	  a	  great	  introduction	  for	  children	  to	  high	  adventure.	  
The	  stories	  don’t	  just	  follow	  Despereaux,	  some	  of	  them	  
focus	  on	  other	  characters,	  and	  use	  them	  to	  help	  build	  the	  
world.	  Children	  will	  learn	  the	  value	  of	  judging	  people	  based	  
on	  their	  individual	  qualities	  rather	  than	  outward	  
appearance. 

 

 
 


