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child become a 
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writer 

  November 2018 

  Challenge of the Month 

Stories in books have been made into 
movies. Choose a book the whole family 
can read together and then watch the 
movie. This can promote wonderful 
discussion of important story elements, 
such as characters, plot, setting, etc.  

 Website /App of the Month 

http://abcya.com  

Free educational reading games K-5.  

  Quote of the Month 

“Reading should not be presented to 
children as a chore or duty. It should be 
offered to them as a precious gift”  
--Kate DiCamillo  
	  

 

  HELLO I’M ANN SCHULDT! 

My name is Ann Schuldt and I am the Duluth Edison Charter Schools 
(DECS) Literacy Coordinator/Specialist. I have been working in 
education since 1992. I joined DECS in 1997, and have held a variety 
of positions. I am extremely passionate about reading and am very 
excited to share tips and strategies to help all kids become successful 
readers and writers. This monthly newsletter will highlight parent 
friendly tips, strategies, and resources to support you in creating 
lifelong readers.  
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SELF-MONITORING STRATEGIES FOR THIRD-FIFTH GRADE 
Getting kids to self-monitor their understanding of what they read is a very important skills 
for students. Try using the following strategies to improve your child’s self-monitoring skills.  
 

•   Who or What: As your child is reading, have them stop at the end of each page 
and have them tell you the most important, “who” and “what” from that page. 
When kids are good at this, try having them read two or more pages before 
stopping and asking, “who” or “what”. 

•   STP (with pictures): As your child is reading, have them STOP, cover the text, 
THINK about what they just read, and PARAPHRASE using the picture for 
support.  

•   STP (without pictures): As your child is reading, follow the above procedure but 
have them visualize in their head what they read.  

STRATEGY/TIP OF THE MONTH 
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  BOOK OF THE MONTH 

The Digger and the Flower by Joseph Kuefler 

Digger’s job is to dig things up, no questions asked. 
But one day Digger discovers something small, and 
precious among the rubble of his construction site. 
Will he do his job or make a different choice? The story 
contains bold graphic illustrations and a wonderful 
message about the environment.  

Cool Fact: The Minnesota Reading Council sponsors a 
young author’ conference every February at St. 
Scholastica. Last year, our school had 32 K-5 students 
respresenting our schools at this event. Our students 
were lucky to meet and hear author, Joseph Kuefler 
talk about becoming an author and illustrator. 
Studetns were able to see the process that Joseph 
Kuefler uses to design his illustrations from drafts, to 
completion in the book, The Digger and the Flower. 
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