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  Challenge of the Month 

When reading informational text with your 
child use the amazing photos and 
illustrations to help them make sense of 
ideas and spark conversation. Invite your 
child to comment and question what they 
see. “Reading the pictures” builds your 
child’s vocabulary and interest in learning! 

 Website /App of the Month 

National Geographic for Kids 
(NatGeoKids.com) inspires young 
adventurers to explore the world through 
award-winning magazines, books, apps, 
games, toys, videos, and events! 

  Quote of the Month 

“Find something you are passionate about 
and keep tremendously interested in it.”  

-   Julia Child 

 

  HELLO I’M ANN SCHULDT! 

My name is Ann Schuldt and I am the Duluth Edison Charter Schools 
(DECS) Literacy Coordinator/Specialist. I have been working in 
education since 1992. I joined DECS in 1997, and have held a variety 
of positions. I am extremely passionate about reading and am very 
excited to share tips and strategies to help all kids become successful 
readers and writers. This monthly newsletter will highlight parent 
friendly tips, strategies, and resources to support you in creating 
lifelong readers.  
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INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 
Informational texts convey content or information to the reader. When students read informational texts, they 
use text features such as table of contents, headings, pictures, captions, glossary, etc. Good readers use their 
background knowledge to relate what they already know to the topic of the text. If students understand how 
informational texts are organized and use their background knowledge, they will be more likely to comprehend 
what they’re reading.   
 
Check out 5 different ways to support your child’s understanding of informational texts:  

1.   Look over and boldface words prior to reading. Check to see if it’s defined in the text or glossary. Finally, 
discuss these words with your child.  

2.   Have your child notice and read the captions below any pictures. Ask them what they notice in the 
pictures or why they think the picture and caption are included in the book or article.  

3.   Pick one or two headings from the text and ask your child what he/she thinks they will be reading or 
learning about. Read the section together and discuss the connection to the heading.  

4.   Informational text is loaded with information. Learning how to identify the main ideas is a difficult skill 
for most students. You can help them learn this critical skill by asking them to tell you 2-3 big ideas after 
reading. Encourage your child to use headings and titles to support their ideas.  

5.   Have your child teach you something they learned from the article or text. Get them to ask you questions 
and then have them use the text to support their answer.  

STRATEGY/TIP OF THE MONTH 
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  BOOK OF THE MONTH 

My Little Golden Book about the Solar System  

By Dennis R. Shealy -illustrations by Richard Johnson 

This	  simple	  yet	  informative	  book	  brings	  our	  fascinating	  
solar	  system	  to	  life	  for	  kids	  just	  learning	  how	  to	  read.	  
They’ll	  enjoy	  poring	  over	  the	  dramatic	  illustrations	  as	  they	  
learn	  about	  planets,	  constellations,	  satellites,	  spacecraft,	  
and	  more.	  Lively	  and	  up	  to	  date,	  this	  perfect	  “first	  book”	  will	  
inspire	  little	  ones	  to	  search	  for	  shooting	  stars,	  
constellations,	  and	  the	  Milky	  Way!	  

 

 
 


