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  Challenge of the Month 

Read it like a… Repeated  readings  
increase  student  reading  fluency.  This  
month,  encourage  your  child  to 
practice  using  different  voices  while  
reading  aloud!  Here  are  a  few  examples  
to  try: 
read  it  like  a  pirate,  robot,  rockstar,  etc. 

 Website /App of the Month 

http://www.roomrecess.com   

Free educational learning games!  

  Quote of the Month 

“Reading is like riding a bike. You watch 
little ones beginning to ride a bike; they’re 
wobbling all over the place. But as we 
practice and practice, we don’t even think 
about peddling anymore.”  
--G. Reid Lyon 

 

  HELLO I’M ANN SCHULDT! 

My name is Ann Schuldt and I am the Duluth Edison Charter Schools 
(DECS) Literacy Coordinator/Specialist. I have been working in 
education since 1992. I joined DECS in 1997, and have held a variety 
of positions. I am extremely passionate about reading and am very 
excited to share tips and strategies to help all kids become successful 
readers and writers. This monthly newsletter will highlight parent 
friendly tips, strategies, and resources to support you in creating 
lifelong readers.  



2 

 

 

 

READING FLUENCY 
Reading fluency is the ability to read a text easily. Reading fluency has four parts: accuracy, 
speed, expression, and comprehension. Each part is important, but no single part is enough 
on its own. A fluent reader is able to coordinate all four aspects of fluency. Here are some 
quick activities to help build reading fluency at home:  

1.   Reading and re-reading easy books is a great way to build your child’s fluency. Have 
your child select a favorite book to read aloud two or three times.  

2.  Model fluent reading for your child by reading aloud daily. Be sure to use expression in 
your reading. 

3.   Echo reading helps to build reading fluency. You can read a phrase, sentence, or 
paragraph aloud to model fluent reading and your child reads it afterwards. 

4.   Poetry and nursery rhymes can be used to practice fluency. Take turns with your child 
reading a short poem or nursery rhyme until they can read it fluently.  

5.  Use paired reading. First, you will read a passage. Then, you and your child will read 
the passage together. Finally, your child will read the passage to you.  

 

STRATEGY/TIP OF THE MONTH 
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  BOOK OF THE MONTH 

The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do by Ashley Spires 

Lou  and  her  friends are  BRAVE  adventurers.  They  run  
FASTER  than airplanes.  They  build  MIGHTY  
fortresses.  They rescue  WILD  animals.  But  one  day,  
when  they’re  looking  for  a  ship  to  play  pirates  in,  Lou’s  
friend  has  an  idea:  Up  there!  The  tree  can  be  our  ship! 
Ummm  ...  says  Lou.  This  is  something  new.  Lou 
has  never  climbed  a  tree  before,  and  she’s  sure  she  
can’t  do  it. So  she  tries  to  convince  her  friends  to  play  
a  not-up-a-tree game.  When  that  doesn’t  work,  she  
comes  up  with  reasons  for not  joining  them---her  arm  is  
sore,  her  cat  needs  a  walk,  you shouldn’t  climb  so  
soon  after  eating.  Finally,  she  tells  herself she  doesn’t  
want  to  climb  the  tree.  But  is  that  true,  or  is  this  brave  
adventurer  just  too  afraid  to  try? 

 

 
 


